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SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 1957 


Untrep States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE l’o INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Securtry Act 
AND OTHER INTERNAL Securiry Laws 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE .J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:35 a. m., in room 
457, Senate Office Building, Senator Roman L. Hruska presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; Benjamin Mandel, 
research director; and F. W. Schroeder, chief investigator. 

Senator Hruska. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Judge Morris, we have this morning, I understand, two witnesses 
present in the committee room, one of whom, however, has requested 
that he be given an opportunity to consult with his superiors, and 
also to obtain counsel. His name is— 

Mr. Morris. Milton Felsen. 

Mr. Felsen, will you come forward just a minute ? 

Senator Hruska. You are appearing here in response to subpena 
served on you? 

Mr. Fetsen. Yes. 

Senator Hruska. Will you give your name and address to the re- 
porter, so that we may show you have responded to the subpena ? 

Mr. Fetsen. Milton Felsen, F-e-l-s-e-n, 18 Manitou Trail, White 
Plains, N. Y. 

Mr. Morris. You are an international representative of the IUE? 

Mr. Fetsen. That is right. 

Senator Hruska. In the executive session, Mr. Felsen indicated 
his desire for an opportunity to consult with his superiors, and also 
to obtain counsel. That request has been granted, and you will keep 
in touch, Mr. Felsen, with Judge Morris here? 

Mr. Fetsen. Certainly 

Senator Hruska. Later in the day, he will inform you when you 
will appear. Very likely it will be a week from today. That will be 
subject to confirmation from him. 

Judge Morris, have you any observations to make ? 

Mr. Morris. None at all. 

Thank you, Mr. Felsen. If you want to ask anything else about 
committee procedure, or anything, feel free to call. 

Mr. Fetsen. Thank you. 

Senator Hruska. Do we have another witness ? 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Douglas Barrett. 

Senator Hruska. Mr. Barrett has been sworn. 
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TESTIMONY OF DOUGLAS W. BARRETT, DENVILLE, N. J., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY WILLIAM ROSSMOORE, HIS COUNSEL 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your name and address for the public 
record ¢ 

Mr. Barretr. Douglas W. Barrett, 44 Summit Drive, Denville, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. You are accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Rossmoorr. Yes. I am William Rossmoore, 60 Park Place, 
Newark, N..J. 

Senator Hruska, I have asked the gentlemen of the press to confine 
their picture taking to the beginning or the end of the hearing. I 
wonder if that would be in accord with the committee ? 

Senator Hruska. Yes, that will be in accord with the subcommittee. 
I want to say that the photographers and the press have been most 
cooperative in these matters. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Barrett, where were you born ? 

Mr. Barrett. Boston, Mass. 

Mr. Morris. What has been your education ? 

Mr. Barrerr. Public schools, high school, 2 years at the University 
of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Morris. When did you leave the University of Wisconsin ? 

Mr. Barrett. In 1938, I believe. 

Mr. Morris. When did you first become affiliated with the trade 
union movement ? 

Mr. Barrett. Excuse me. 

( Witness consulted with counsel.) 

Mr. Barrett. Just what do you mean by affiliated ? 

Mr. Morris. When did you first become active in the trade union 
movement ¢ 

Mr. Barrett. I was working in a plant that I attempted to organ- 
ize, so I guess that would be the first. But I was not an official. In 
fact, I wasn’t even a member of the union, unfortunately. 

Mr. Morris. What plant was that, and what union was it? 

Mr. Barrerr. It was the UE, in a place called Scientific Glass Ap- 
paratus, in Bloomfield, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. What year was that ? 

Mr. Barrerr. What year ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. Barrett. That must have been 1939 or 1940. 

Mr. Morris. Did you then subsequently become active in the UE ? 

Mr. Barrerr. I went in the Army very shortly after that. 

V3 Morris. In other words, you went into the Army in 1938 or 
1939 

Mr. Barrett. No. ILamsorry. I started to work in Scientific Glass 
about 1939. The time we tried to organize the union was 1941, I would 
say. 

Mr. Morris. And you went into the Army shortly thereafter? 

Mr. Barretr. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. When did you leave the Army ? 

Mr. Barretr. October 1945. 

Mr. Morris. What did you do after you left the Army ? 

Mr. Barretr. Excuse me. 

(Witness consulted with counsel. ) 
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Mr. Barrerr. After I came out out of the Army, within a short 
period of time I went to work in a factory in Newark. 
Mr. Morris. Then did you become an official of the UE at that time! 


Mr. Barrett. No, sir. I was laid off from that job. After that I 
went to work for the union. 


Mr. Morris. What have you done for the UE? 

Mr. Barrertr. My official position ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. Barrett. I have been a field representative—field organizer. 

Mr. Morris. I see. For what period of time were you a field organ- 
izer for the UE ? 

Mr. Barrerr. From 1946 until 1956. 

Mr. Morris. In 1956 you moved over into the IUE ? 

Mr. Barretr. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. Specifically, what do you do now? 

Mr. Barrerr. [am a field representative for the IUE. 

Mr. Morris. Will you describe to Senator Hruska your duties as 
such? 

Mr. Barrerr. Well, the general name for that is organizer. We at- 
tempt to organize workers in new shops, negotiate contracts—handle 
grievances—any related activity such as that. 

Mr. Morris. And what is your present salary ¢ 

Mr. Barrett. I am sorry. I didn’t mean to laugh at that. I am 
just very curious as to why such a question should be asked, sir 

Mr. Morris. Do you think that information sought by the subcom- 
mittee is a matter of general information, Senator Hr uska ? 

Mr. Barrerr. I mean, there is no secret ; it is well known in the 
union. 

Senator Hruska. Yes; we will ask you to answer. 

Mr. Barretr. About $125 a week. 

Mr. Morris. Is that salary, or take-home? 

Mr. Barrett. No; that issalary. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Barrett, the subcommittee has been told by 
Mr. William Wallace, who was a member of the Communist Party, and 
who later in his work as a member of the Communist Party, was a 
counteragent for the FBI—an FBI informant 

Mr. Barrett. I didn’t get the first part of your statement. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Wallace has told us that you were a member of the 
Communist Party. Have you been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Barrerr. I will claim my privilege on that, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. What privilege ? 

Mr. Barretr. Under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Hruska. Specifically, what privilege under the fifth 
amendment? The privilege against self-incrimination ¢ 

Mr. Barrett. Against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a Communist when you left the University 
of Wisconsin in 1938 ? 

Mr. Barrett. I will give the same answer, sir, of my privileges. 
1’|l assert my privileges. 

Mr. Morris. Now, were you a Communist the day before you went 
into the United States Army ? 

Mr. Barrett. Again I'll assert my privileges. 











4580 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


Mr. Morris. Did you remain a member of the Communist Party 
while you were a member of the United States Army ? 

Mr. Barrerr. I never said I was a member, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party while you 
were in the United States Army ? 

Mr. Barrerr. Again | assert my privileges. 

Mr. Morris. Now, we have learned that you were a member of the 
National Council of American Youth for Democracy for the State of 
New Jersey, and were elected to such at the June 1946 convention of 
the AYD. Can you tell us whether or not we have been correctly 
advised of that fact ? 

Mr. Barrerr. I will have to give the same answer, claiming my 
privilege, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Well, you will not tell the subcommittee whether or 
not you were a member of the AYD, the American Youth for Democ- 
racy, in the State of New Jersey / 

Mr. Barrerr. I will claim my privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel, would you identify the American Youth 
for Democracy ¢ 

Mr. Manpext. The American Youth for Democracy is the successor 
organization to the Young Communist League, which has been identi- 
fied as a Communist organization by the Attor ney General. 

Mr. Morris. Was there elected with you to the same post a woman 
named Evelyn Gordon ? 

Mr. Barrerr. I will have to repeat my previous answer. 

Mr. Morris. A person named Willie Mae Gordon ? 

Mr. Barrerr. I will make the same answer again, sit 

Mr. Morris. A woman named Mary Adanatzias, A-d-a-n-a-t 
z-i-a-s? 

Mr. Barrerr. I will have to repeat my previous answer, sir, and 
claim my privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Was that last-named person director of the AYD for 
Essex County ? 

Mr. Barrerr. I will have to repeat my previous answer. 

Mr. Morris. Are you now a Communist, Mr. Barrett. 

Mr. Barrerr. No, sir. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a Communist a year ago? 

Mr. Barrett. No, sir. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a Communist on February 1, 1954? 

Mr. Barrerr. As I said, in executive session, sir, roughly at that 
time—I’ll claim the privilege before that approximate date of Janu- 
ary to February of 1954, the time I came to New Jersey. Prior to 
that, I claim the privilege. 

Senator Hruska. When did you come back to Jersey, would you 
put it? ’ 

Mr. Barrett. I believe that was the first week of February 1954. 

Senator Hruska. In February 1954, by whom were you employed ? 

Mr. Barretr. By the UE. 

Senator Hruska. When was it that you changed from employment 
by the UE to the IUE? 

Mr. Barrerr. About May 15, 1956. 

Senator Hruska. Now, were you a Communist at that time? 

Mr. Barrett. No, sir. 
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Senator Hruska. Did you attend meetings held exclusively for 
Communist any time between Fbruary 1, 1954, and the present time? 

Mr. Barrerr. Not to the best of my knowledge. 

Senator Hruska. Have you participated in any Communist activi 
ties during that same period of time ? 

Mr. Barrerr. Not to the best of my knowledge. 

Senator Hruska. Would you care to tell the subcommittee why you 
here choose to assert your privilege as to events happening prior to 
February 1, 1954, and you do not assert that same fifth amendment 
privilege in the time following that date ? 

Mr. Barrerr. I will have to claim the privilege, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Mr. Witness, I must say the chairman is a little 
puzzled by your attitude here in taking the fifth amendment. 

I refer you to a statement made by the president of the AFL-CIO, 
George Meany, just yesterday, in Chicago, as reported in this morn 
ing’s press. 

When he was asked about the congressional committee investiga 
tions here, particularly those having to do with “turning up corrup- 
tion in labor,” he is reported to have taken a firm stand against labor 
leaders invoking the fifth amendment to protect themselves. He said. 
among other things: 

Things that have been exposed are things that labor should not be proud 
of. I am interested in eradicating these things. 

Then, later on, the press has reported Mr. Meany, during the course 
of that testimony, as saying: “Meany said he stands by the AFL 
CIO policy,” which sets forth, and he quotes then from an official 


document of the AFL-CIO: 


If a trade-union official decides to invoke the fifth amendment for his personal 
protection and to avoid scrutiny by the proper legislative committees, law- 
enforcement agencies, or other bodies into alleged corruption on his part, he 
has no right to continue to hold office in his union. 

Are you familiar with that interview, or that report of the inter- 
view as contained in this morning’s press ? 

Mr. Barrerr. Not that particular interview. I understand in gen- 
eral what you are talking about. 

Senator Hruska. You understand that it is the policy of the AFL- 
CIO to cooperate and to look with disfavor upon those who take the 
fifth amendment? 

Mr. Barrerr. Excuse me. 

(Witness consulted with counsel.) 

Mr. Barrert. I just don’t know what to say, Senator. I under 
stand what you are saying, and, of course, I am not a policymaker in 
any union. 

Senator Hruska. Well, now, as an organizer, and as a trained 
unionist of many years’ standing, you certainly know the basic poli- 
cies of the AFL-CIO; do you not? 

Mr. Barrett. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hruska. Are you aware that one of its policies is to look 
with disfavor upon those who claim the fifth amendment for their 
own personal protection, and noncooperation with constituted Govern- 
ment bodies? Are you aware that is their policy? 

93215—58—pt. 80-2 
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Mr. Barrett. Yes. But for my own part, I think every case must 
be handled on an individual basis. 

Senator Hruska. Are you familiar in general, Mr. Witness, with 
the constitution and the bylaws of the AFL-CIO? 

Mr. Barrett. More particularly with my own union, sir, but gen- 
erally with the AFL-CIO. 

Senator Hruska. I am reading now from article 7, section 7, of the 
AFL-CIO constitution, which is contained in an officially published 
booklet of the AFL-CIO which I now hold before you so that you 
can identify it by appearance. I am reading now from that sectien 
on page 5 of this leaflet: 

It is a basic principle of this federation that it must be and remain free from 
any and all corrupt influences, and from the undermining efforts of Commu- 
nists. Fascists, or other totalitarian agencies who are opposed to the basic 
principles of our democracy and of free and democratic trade unionism. 

Does that language strike a familiar note in your mind? 

Mr. Barrerr. Yes; that is part of the constitution of the IUE, my 
own union, sir, and I think I am abiding by it. 

Senator Hruska. Reading from page 12 of that same leaflet, I read 
as follows: 


We recognize that any person is entitled in the exercise of his individual con- 
science to the protection afforded by the fifth amendment, and we reaffirm our 
conviction that this historical right must not be abridged. It is the policy of 
the AFL-CIO that if a trade-union official decides to invoke the fifth amendment 
for his personal protection and to avoid scrutiny by law-enforcement agencies 
into alleged corruption on his part, he has no right to continue to hold office 
in his union. 

Does that language strike a familiar note in your mind? Have 
you ever read it or has it ever come to your attention before? 

Mr. Barrett. Yes, sir; I am familiar with it. 

Senator Hruska. Reading from page 25 of that document, that 
little pamphlet, I read again—this is from the ethical practices code 
No. 3, having to do with racketeers, crooks, Communists, and Fascists, 
where the language reads as follows: 

The AFL-CIO and each of its affiliated unions should undertake the obligation, 
through appropriate constitutional or administrative measures and orderly pro- 
cedures, to insure that no persons who constitute corrupt influences or practices, 
or who represent or support Communist, Fascist, or totalitarian agencies, should 
hold office of any kind in such trade unions or organizations. 

Are you familiar with that paragraph in the code of ethical prac- 
tices? 

Mr. Barrerr. Yes, sir. That is part of the IUE’s constitution, 
which I am abiding bys Senator. 

Senator Hruska. And you don’t feel yourself bound by that code 
of ethical practices which is referred to in the material which I just 
read ? 

Mr. Barrett. The best I can say is that I am abiding by the consti- 
tution of the IUE, which is very explicit about the membership and 
officers of the union. 

Senator Hruska. Is there anything in the constitution which con- 
dones eee or support of Communist organizations ? 

Mr. Barrett. Lord, no, not in the IUE, sir. I am sure you recog- 
nized the position of the [UE in the labor movements. 
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Senator Hruska. I am not sure that I do, now. Will you tell us 
what it is with reference to Communist organizations and support of 
or membership in Communist organizations? Will you tell us what 
thatis? What is their policy in that regard ? 

Mr. Barrerr. Well, I should have a copy of the constitution of the 
union with me. 

Senator Hruska. Describe it in substance as best you can. 

Mr. Barrett. In substance, no Communist or Fascist or totalitarian 
members or advocates are allowed to hold office in the union—the IUE. 

Senator Hruska. You don’t feel that you are in that category ? 

Mr. Barrett. No, sir. 

Senator Hruska. Now, we have information here that you have 
been a member of the Communist Party. We have information here 
which indicates that you were not only a member of it, but that you 
were active in it for many, many years. We also know, and we would 
like to know from you—in all fairness, we would like to know from 
you whether that is true. 

Secondly, we also know that by its very nature, communism and the 
Communist technique does not depend on formal membership for 
some of its effectiveness. We know that within their membership 
and their techniques, they have often caused people to resign from 
the party, and to disavow loyalty to it, and to disavow any activity 
in it, and yet they still retain that sympathy and that willingness to 
work for the party. 

We would like to know whether or not there is anything like that, 
not only in your own personal case and in fellow workers of yourself, 
but in fellow officials of your union, so that we may arrive at grounds 
which will allow us to firm up the laws that we have, or to pass new 
laws to meet that policy. 

Now, don’t you feel that in view of that that you are not in keeping 
with the policy of the AFL-CIO as George Meany referred to it yes- 
terday in Chicago? 

Mr. Barrett. Well, speaking for myself, and to the best of my 
knowledge, the situation that you described is not the case with me, 
nor, as far as I know, with others in my union. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, may I make an observation ? 

Senator Hruska. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Barrett, we have been told that you have sat in 
behind the closed doors of the Communist organization. Now, if that 
information is accurate, and you have not, with the modifications 
that have been made, denied that, if you could tell us about what hap- 
pened at these Communist councils, you would be giving to the Senate 
Subcommittee on Internal Security, evidence that would be most help- 
ful in our determining to what extent Communists are now infiltrating 
the mainstream of the AFL-CIO. 

The Communist Party convention, Senator Hruska, has made some 
observations, the 16th National Convention of the Communist Party 
says: 

After the 1952 elections, as demands for unity become more intense, our party 
more energetically called for united action as a step toward labor unity. 

Now, if you could tell us, Mr. Barrett, who the people are who are 
Communists, as I said, we could go a long way toward determining 
to what extent Communists are still in the main stream of the unions. 
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Mr. Barrett. I believe the only answer I can give to you, Mr. 
Morris, is that I am not a Communist, and not in a position to enlarge 
very much upon what you said or read. 

Mr. Morris. But you will not tell us whether or not you did sit in 
closed meetings to keep the unity of Communist members? 

Mr. Barrett. Are you referring to any particular time, Mr. Morris? 

Mr. Morrts. At any time in the past. 

Mr. Barrerr. I will have to claim my privileges. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, only certain witnesses are competent to tell 
us who the Communists are, and only those who have taken active 
part in the Communist organization. It is the only way we can get 
first-hand direct evidence of who the Communists are. 

According to our evidence, the man who is here today is a com- 
petent witness to tell us who the people are who have sat in on those 
meetings of the Communist Party. Apparently, he is not going to do 
it. 

Senator Hruska. Mr. Barrett, are you familiar with the fashion 
in which the Communist unit meetings are held? 

Mr. Barrerr. I will have to take the privilege on that, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Are you familiar with the training which they 
give to members, to persons who are either members of their organ1- 
zations, or sympathetic with their party and its objectives ? 

Mr. Barrerr. Are you speaking of now, sir? 

Senator Hruska. Have you any knowledge of the training which 
the Communist Party, as such, gives to persons who are members of 
their party, or who are in sympathy with it, or with its objectives? 

Mr. Barrerr. I will have to repeat my previous answer, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. So as to your present knowledge of those things, 
as they may have existed, or as they exist, you are claiming your 
privilege under the fifth amendment; is that correct ? 

Mr. Barrett. Sir, as of the present time, I have no knowledge. 
But previous to the time I specified, before February 1954, I will have 
to claim the privilege. 

Senator Hruska. Mr. Witness, I don’t know how your mind works, 
but after all, you do have knowledge now, do you not? You may 
have gained that knowledge prior to February 1, 1954, but you have 
present knowledge now, have you not, of Communist Party activities 
and the fashion in which they operate ? 

Mr. Barrerr. I have no present knowledge, sir, of that. And as 
to the past, previous to that date, I claim the privilege. 

Senator Hruska. You recited at some length your activities in 
the trade union movement as far back as 1946, and as far back as 1936, 
in fact, I think; but you say now you have no knowledge of Com- 
munist Party activities, and the fashion in which they operated dur- 
ing those same years. Is that what you want to tell us? 

Mr. Barrerr. Oh, no. I think you misunderstood. I said I have 
no present knowledge of such. 

Senator Hruska. I didn’t misunderstand you for a minute. You 
do have present knowledge of many things that happened as long as 
20 years ago. Do you want to say you have no present knowledge 
of the fashion in which Communist Party activities are conducted ? 
Do you want to tell us that you have no present knowledge of how 


Communist Party units or cells or organizations conduct. their 
business / 
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Mr. Barrert. I don’t know if this is a different answer or not, 
frankly. I have no present knowledge of what may be now in line 
with what you said. As to the past, previous to that time, I imagine 
I would have to claim the privilege, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. I think the record will speak for itself in regard 
to the cooperation or noncooperation which you are extending to the 
congressional committee, especially in view ‘of the previous answers 
which you have given, or refused to give. 


Judge Morris, is there anything further you would like to bring 
up at this time ? 


Mr. Morris. Senator, I would like to offer for the record, pages 282 
beginning with the last paragraph, 283, and half of page 284 of the 
proceedings of the 16th National Convention of the Communist Party 
which sets forth counterstrategy of the Communists at that time. 

Senator Hruska. They will be accepted for the record. 

(The excerpt from the proceedings of the 16th Convention, CPUSA, 
above referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 488” and reads as follows:) 


ExuHieir No. 488 


The kind of mistakes we have been discussing are left-sectarian errors. These 
mistakes were reflected generally and did injury to the fine tradition of our 
party as the outstanding advocate of trade-union unity. 

In this postwar period, our thoughts, interests, and concern began to center 
around those in the labor movement who agreed with our point of view, rather 
than on the essential but infinitely more difficult task of resolutely fighting to 
unite all labor to meet employer attacks. While we were quite correctly con- 
cerned with the most dynamic section of labor—the CIlO—our concern got to be 
one-sided. In fact, we ignored a consideration of the problems of the majority 
of the workers in the AFL. This was particularly true after the unjustified 
expulsion of the progressive-led unions from the CIO in 1949. 

After the 1952 elections, as demands for unity became more intense, our party 
more energetically called for united labor action as a step in the direction of 
labor unity: This call, valid as it was, nevertheless did not measure up to what 
was needed. Hobbled by our estimate of the political situation and our evaluation 
of the trade-union leadership, our call for united action was in effect suggesting 
a preunity trial period which workers felt had long since passed. In the absence 
of a real and sustained fight for trade-union unity, many comrades in the party 
were unprepared for the rapidity with which organic unity was achieved between 
the AFL and the CIO. A few even felt that this was in fact a State Department 
plot, not warranting our support. Hence, as a consequence of our backsliding 
on this question, the Communists, the traditional and most forceful proponents 
of such unity, had little to contribute to realize the full potential of organic unity 
when the merger of AFL and CIO finally came about. 

As a result of the postwar attacks, taken together with our own errors, the 
party today does not have the influence among workers it had in past years. 
Today, some union leaders feel called upon to vie with each other in expressing 
their opposition to the party and communism. Innumerable constitutional pro- 
visions bar Communists from membership or from holding office in many unions. 
There is a fear among many workers to knowingly associate with us. In spite of 
this, there have been some changes taking place in the most recent period. The 
easing of tensions on a world scale as well as the correction and overcoming of a 
number of the forementioned errors, is making it possible for Communist workers 
to participate on a more normal basis in the trade-union activity of their shops 
and local unions. In some instances, new coalitions, including workers long 
known as leftwingers, have been formed. This trend toward fuller unity, espe- 
cially at the local union level, has been growing. While this is true, the ab- 
normal and harmful attitude toward the Communist Party as such on the part 
of the labor leadership and most workers, still prevails. This is of no help to 
the labor movement itself. 

An examination of the work of our party in the last period shows that we 
have a considerable distance to go to eliminate the mistakes of the past. These 
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errors are the responsibility of the party leadership. They penetrated deep into 
the organization. Therefore, many hangovers of the past still remain. We 
particularly need a firmer effort to eliminate sectarian oppositionist policies 
not based on program, and to develop a clearer understanding for ourselves 
and others on the relationships between the party and the trade unions. We 
have been very slow to overcome our errors in the field of trade-union policy. 
This only emphasizes the need for closer relations between the party leadership 
and the workers in our party. The experience of these comrades emphasizes 
that the main thing for the party is work at the shop level, that trade-union 
work is above all shopwork, concern about what is happening in the depart- 
ments, the grievances, the thinking and discussion there, the problems of devel- 
oping one’s base there. It requires an end to the departmentalization, the 
separation of industrial problems from the leading committees. 

Senator Hruska. Mr. Witness, are you aware of the investigations 
which are being made into the corrupt practices of some labor unions 
and some leaders and which have been going on here in the Senate? 

Mr. Barrerr. In a general way, sir, yes. 

Senator Hruska. That has been a practice which has always been 
denounced, is it not, by the AFL-CIO in all trade-union charters 
and constitutions, the idea of hoodlumism and racketeering in the 
union? Do you consider that a part of the policy of trade unionism, 
as such ? 

Mr. Barrett. I agree that that is the position of the AFL-CIO, 
the position they have taken. I think that is what you asked me. 

Senator Hruska. Mr. Witness, I again, bearing on this same gen- 
eral proposition of how important it is that we get as much coopera- 
tion as an arm of the Congress, and as an arm of the legislative 
branch of the United States, I want to draw attention to the fact 
that yesterday there was a disclosure by Boris Morros in New York 
of his activities in the Communist Party, and some of the disclosures 
which he made after some 10 or 12 years of being a counterspy. He 
is quoted, for example, in the press this morning as saying, among 
other things, this: 

I know from personal information and experience that Soviet espionage has 
made considerable infiltration in this country. Many of the Soviet’s most active 
workers in this country don’t come from the rank and file, nor from the under- 
privileged. They are people who have the kind of contacts which will be helpful 
to tht Soviets and they are being paid to do their job of treason to the United 


States. 

I might say parenthetically that Boris Morros, pursuant to consulta- 
tions we have had with the chairman of this subcommittee, Senator 
Eastland, is being subpenaed for later hearings before this subcom- 
mittee. I cite that as an additional reason why this Congress and 
this subcommittee is interested in the story which you can make ayvail- 
able to the subcommittee if you will only cooperate. 

Mr. Barrerr. Of course, I have no sympathy with what he has 
found out. I don’t believe that is directed at me whatsoever, with 
regard to any sort of espionage. 

Mr. Morris. Well, Mr. Barrett, the point is that the subcommittee 
has learned that the Communist Party is a recruiting ground for 
espionage and things like that; and the knowledge we feel you have, 
the evidence you can give us, would be most helpful in pursuing our 
work to try to determine the full extent of Soviet activity here in the 
United States. 

Mr. Barrett. I certainly have no knowledge of any espionage or 
spying or treason, or ahythitig of that sort. 
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Mr. Morris. You have knowledge of Communist Party activity in 
the United States ? 

Mr. Barrett. I claim the privilege again, Mr. Morris. 

Senator Hruska. It is quite evident to the chairman that there will 
be no disposition on the part of this witness, in spite of the many 
declarations that are high sounding and fine. To the contrary, there 
is no indication, Mr. Morris, that there is going to be any cooperation 
in a very vital field of inquiry. 

Unless you have further questions, the witness will be excused for 
the time being. 

Mr. Morris. I have no more questions, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Very well. You are excused, Mr. Witness. 

The subcommittee will stand adjourned, subject to the call of the 
Chair. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, we have witnesses on Thursday. Mr. James 
McLeish and several other witnesses for the IUE will appear on 
Thursday. 

Senator Hruska. All right. 

The subcommittee stands adjourned. 

(Thereupon, at 11:10 a. m., the subcommittee was adjourned.) 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 1957 


Untrep Srares SENATE, 
SuscomMMITTeE To INvEsTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL Securiry Acr AND OTHER INTERNAL 
Securiry Laws oF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10 a. m., in room 155, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Roman L. Hruska presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; Benjamin Mandel, 
research director; and F. W. Schroeder, chief investigator. 

Senator Hruska. The subcommittee will come to order. 

The first witness will be James Mcleish, who has already been 
sworn. 

The record will also show the presence of his counsel, who will give 
his name and address at this point. 

Mr. Rossmoore. William Rossmoore, 60 Park Place, Newark, N. J. 

Senator Hruska. You may proceed, Judge Morris. 


| TESTIMONY OF JAMES B. McLEISH, WEST ORANGE, N. J. 


Mr. Morris. Mr. McLeish, will you give your full name and address 
to the reporter for the purpose of the public record ? 
| Mr. McLetsu. My name is James B. McLeish, and my address is 
725 Eagle Rock Avenue, West Orange, N. J. 
| Mr. cm Where were you born ? 
Mr. McLextsn. I was born in Scotland. 
Mr. Morris. In what year ? 
Mr. McLetsu. In 1899. 
Mr. Morris. Now, when did you come to the United States, Mr. 
McLeish ? 
Mr. McLztsu. I came to the United States in 1925. 
Mr. Morris. When did you first become active in the trade-union 
movement ? 
Mr. McLetsu. I became active in the trade-union movement in the 
United States in 1936, when I helped to organize the shop in which 
I worked at that time. 
Mr. Morris. For what union ? 
Mr. McLe1su. It was for the United Electrical, Radio, and Machine 
Workers of America. 
Mr. Morris. Were you identified in various capacities with that 
union through the years? 
Mr. McLzisu. Yes. 
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I wasashop steward. I wasashop chairman. I was a local union 
president. I was district secretary. I was district president. I was 
an international vice president of the Electrical Radio and Ma- 
chine Workers of America. 

Mr. Morris. That is district 4? 

Mr. McLetsu. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Where is district 4 ? 

Mr. McLetsu. District 4, at that time when I was district secre 
tary, was the northern New Jersey area. 

Mr. Morris. I see. 

When were you district president ! 

Mr. McLetsu. In September 1937 I was elected district president of 
a combined district of New York plus New Jersey. 

Mr. Morris. In 1937? 

Mr. McLeztsn. In September 1937; yes. 

Mr. Morris. What was that district called? 

Mr. McLetsu. That was called district 4. 

Mr. Morris. That was district 4? 

Mr. McLezisu. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. So, how many members did that embrace? 

Mr. McLexisu. At that given time? 

Mr. Morris. At that time, and later? 

Mr. McLxzisu. I would say, in 1937—and this can only be an ap- 
proximate figure—about 35,000 members. 

Mr. Morris. What did it develop into? 

Mr. McLetsun. It developed into a peak during the war years of 
115,000. 

Mr. Morris, That is while you were still president; is that correct ? 

Mr. McLetsu. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. Now, in addition to holding those offices in the UE, 
you were also holding important positions within the CIO; is that 
correct ? 

Mr. McLzisn. I did. 

Mr. Morris. What positions did you have in the CIO ? 

Mr. McLetsu. On two occasions, I was elected—or I served two 
terms of approximately 3 years each time as the president of the 
Greater Newark Industrial Council of the CIO. 

Mr. Morrts. How many members did that embrace ¢ 

Mr. McLerisu. I would say—I am trying to recollect. It was ap- 
proximately a quarter of a million. 

Mr. Morris. Two hundred and fifty thousand ? 

Mr. McLetsu. Yes, approximately. 

Mr. Morris. Approximately 250,000? 

Mr. McLetsu. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. You were president of the Greater Newark Industrial 
Union Council of the CIO, you said ? 

Mr. McLetsn. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. That roughly was comparable to the organization that 
was known in New York as the Greater New York Industrial Union 
Council ? 

Mr. McLetsu. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. Just a difference in jurisdiction ; is that correct ? 

Mr. McLetsu. Yes, that is right. 
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Mr. Morris. Did you meet with the leaders of that Greater New 
York Industrial Union Council from time to time, Mr. McLeish ? 

Mr. McLeisu. Occasionally, yes. 

Mr. Morris. What other offices did you have in the CIO? 

Mr. McLeisu. I was the vice president of the State council of the 
CIO. 

Mr. Morris. That is New Jersey ! 

Mr. McLetsu. New Jersey State Council, yes. 

Mr. Morris. When were you naturalized, Mr. McLeish ¢ 

Mr. McLeisn. I was naturalized in 1933. 

Mr. Morris. In New York? 

Mr. McLeisu. No, in Newark, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. Now, we have had testimony, Mr. McLeish, that you 
have been an important member of the Communist Party, and that 
you have attended from time to time Communist caucuses, preconven- 
tion Communist caucuses of the Communist Party. 

We are wondering if that is the case? Is the testimony that we 
have received accurate ? 

Mr. McLetsu. During what period of time would this be, Mr. 
Morris ? 

Mr. Morris. Well, do you want to make a distinction for the record 
here now ¢ 

Mr. McLetsu. Yes, I would. 

Mr. Morris. Why don’t you tell us what distinction you want to 
make ? 

Mr. McLetsu. I would like to state for the record that I am prepared 
to answer any and all questions up to the time I was elected to the 
office of international vice president of the UE in September 1937. 

And I am prepared to answer any and all questions after May 16, 
1956, at which time I had left the UE. 

Mr. Morris. Well, now, is it your testimony that you were not 
a Communist Party member i in August of 1937? 

Mr. McLzisu. I beg your pardon 

Mr. Morris. Is it your testimony that you were not a member of the 
Communist Party on August 1937 ' 

Mr. McLeisu. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. And were you a member of the Communist Party on 
May 17, 1956? . 

Mr. McLetsu. May 17, 1956, no, sir. 

Mr. Morris. But May 15, 1956? 

Mr. McLetsu. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. What about the testimony that we have received that 
you attended Communist caucus meetings prior to UE conventions; 
and, therefore, it must have been prior to May 15, 1956. 

Mr. McLetsu. That would be during this period of time ¢ 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. McLe1su. I would understand that from the question, Mr. 
Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. McLe1su. I must decline to answer that greeter, Mr. Morris. 

Senator Hruska. On what grounds, Mr. McLeish ? 

Mr. McLetsu. On the basis of my privileges under the Constitu- 
tion ; the amendments of the Constitution. 








4592 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


Senator Hruska. Which specific amendment ! 

Mr. McLezisu. In this particular instance, it would be the fifth 
amendment. 

Senator Hruska. And the provisions in the fifth amendment guar- 
anteeing you the right not to incriminate yourself; is that the one 
you rely upon / 

Mr. McLeisu. If that is the interpretation you put on it. 

Senator Hruska. Well, there are several privileges granted in the 
fifth amendment. 

I just wondered which one you are relying upon. 

Mr. McLetsu. I am relying on the part that says I would not be 
used as a witness against myself. 

Senator Hruska. Thank you. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do you know a man named Salvatore M. Vottis? 

Mr. McLezisu. At the moment it does not strike any chord with 
me. 

Mr. Morris. He has told the Internal Security Subcommittee that 
he attended preconvention meetings of the Communist Party—caucus 
meetings of the Communist Party—with you. 

Mr. McLetsu. During this period of time? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. McLeisu. I don’t recall the guy’s name. But I must repeat 
my answer to this question about having attended such meetings that 
I invoke my privileges. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know William Wallace ? 

Mr. McLzisu. Yes, I know William Wallace. 

Mr. Morris. Did you attend Communist Party meetings with Wil- 
liam Wallace? 

Mr. McLxtsu. That was also during this period of time; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. McLetsu. I will invoke my privileges. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Wallace told us that you arranged for his 
trip to Moscow. 

id you arrange for Mr. Wallace’s trip to Moscow, Mr. McLeish / 

Mr. McLetsu. I did not. 

Mr. Morris. You did not? 

Mr. McLetsu. No. 

Mr. Morris. When Mr. Wallace told us that you bought him his 
tickets, was he testifying accurately, Mr. McLeish? 

Mr. McLxtsu. This may take me a little time, if you will bear 
with me. 

Mr. Wallace was never authorized to go to Moscow, either by me or 
by the union. 

Mr. Morris. Well, did you buy him his tickets, Mr. McLeish ¢ 

Mr. McLetsu. Mr. Wallace was authorized to visit Paris and Lon- 
don, and the hometown of my birth, to visit my mother while he was 
on that trip. 

He carried with him three letters of identification and introduction ; 
one was to the secretary of the union that held the contract in the 
Singer plant 40 kilometers outside of Paris. I just don’t recall his 
name. He had a letter of introduction te a Mr. Tanner—Jack Tan- 
ner—the president of the Amalgamated Engineering Union in London. 
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He had a third letter of introduction to my mother, as to who he was. 

His instructions were specific. And they were to visit the plants 
that I myself had visited in 1947. 

Mr. Morris. This is in 1951, isn’t it ? 

Mr. McLeisu. Approximately near the end of 1950 or the early part 
of 1951. Around that time. 

Mr. Wallace’s transportation was as far as Paris. I did not pur 
chase his ticket personally. I issued on behalf of the union a check 
to cover the purchases of a ticket which was turned over to him. 

Mr. Morris. I think, Senator, that is substantially what Mr. Wal- 
lace has told us; that he didn’t mean Mr. McLeish physically bought 
the tickets, but that he authorized the money for the purchase of the 
tickets. 

Senator Hruska. Did Wallace visit Moscow on that trip ? 

Mr. McLeisu. I presume he did, Senator, because when he came 
back, or before he came back, I got a telephone call from his wife that 
she had had a cablegram that he had had his appendix removed some- 
where in the U.S.S. R. 

Senator Hruska. When he came back, did he report to your union 
on his trip ? 

Mr. McLxetsu. He reported to the executive board of our union. 

Senator Hruska. Were you present at that meeting, Mr. McLeish? 

Mr. McLezisn. Yes; I was. 

Senator Hruska. What did he include in his report on that trip ¢ 

Mr. McLxrsu. He included, as I recall it, the fact that he made the 
trip to Paris. He was 3 days in Paris. And while he was in Paris, he 
had a discussion with some people. And he was offered a trip to the 
Soviet Union. He reported also as clearly as I can recall that the first 
leg of that trip was from Paris to, I think, Warsaw, if that is in 
Czechoslovakia. 

It was Czechoslovakia, anyway. 

Mr. Morris. It probably was Prague. 

Mr. McLezisu. It was somewhere in there, anyway. 

And he eventually went to Moscow. After he had been 3 days in 
Moscow, he took sick and had his appendix removed. He then was 
sent to somewhere on the Black Sea to a convalescents’ home. 

When he came out of there, he made the return trip to Paris, and 
he eventually got back again to Newark. 

Senator Hruska. Did he get to visit any industrial plants in znnees 2 

Mr. McLxisu. If he did, it must have been a very short visit, of : 
very short duration. 

Senator Hruska. What did he report ? 

Mr. McLe1su. What he reported to me was that he was only 3 days 
in Moscow. And one of those days, he told me, he attended or viewed 
a parade. So I imagine there was no visiting that day. 

If there was any visiting of plants, it must have been confined to 2 
days. 

Senator Hruska. He was longer in Russia than those 3 days, how- 
ever, was he not ? 

Mr. McLersu. Well, he was in the hospital and had his appendix 
removed. And he was, if I remember correctly, about 12 days in some 
convalescents’ place on the Black Sea, or some place like that. So he 
couldn’t have had much time to visit plants in the short period of time 
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that he was missing from Newark, which was a total of approximately 
6 weeks. 

Senator Hruska. Was he a member of the Communist Party at 
that time? 

Mr. McLetsu. I have no knowledge as to that. 

Senator Hruska. Do you think he was a member of the Communist 
Party? ' 

Have you reasonable grounds upon which to base that conclusion ? 

Mr. McLetsu. As of today, Senator? 

Senator Hruska. No. Asof that time. 

Mr. McLetsu. As of that time, I had no knowledge. 

Senator Hruska. What about today ¢ 

Mr. McLetsu. I have read the newspapers, sir, since that time. 

Senator Hruska. What did they say about that point ? 

Mr. McLetsu. I am not too sure what he said about that point. But 
I have heard him say—or I have seen it reported that he said he was a 
member of the Communist Party. 

But as to my personal knowledge at that time, I had none. 

Mr. Morris. You had attended Communist Party meetings with 
him, had you not? 

Mr. McLetsu. I decline to answer that question, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Well, I mean if you had attended Communist meetings 
with him, you could reasonably suppose he was a Communist, could 
you not, if you had ¢ 

Mr. McLersu. That is a sort of a hypothetical question, sir, that 
would require a hypothetical answer. 

Mr. Morris. Well, that is what I want. 

Mr. McLeztsn. The only answer I can give you is that I am afraid | 
can’t answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Why not? 

Mr. McLeztsu. Because I would have to invoke my privileges. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I have here the testimony of Mr. Wallace 
specifically about this particular trip. And I am sorry it got so 
complicated. 

Mr. Wallace said in answer to the question “Who issued the checks 
to you or bought your tickets?” “Mr. McLeish.” 

And, Senator Ferguson, who was then questioning Mr. Wallace 
said, “He bought your tickets?” 

Mr. Wallace said, “No, he issued the checks.” 

Senator Frereuson. Issued the checks to you and you went to Air France and 
you bought your tickets? 

Mr. WALLACE. No, told him I had made arrangements with this Mr. Velson, 
Charles Velson, since he could get it cheaper for me, and to get a ticket for me. 
He said O. K. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do you know Charles Velson ? 

Mr. McLetsu. I decline to answer that question. 

I may say this, if I may 

Senator Hruska: Well, what is the ground for that refusal to 
answer that question ? 

Mr. McLetsu. I decline to answer on the basis of my privileges; I 
invoke my privileges. 

Senator Hruska. Very well. As previously referred to? 

Mr. McLzisu. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know Fred Gardner ? 
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Mr. McLetsu. Yes. 

I know a Fred Gardner. I don’t know if it is your same Fred 
Gardner. : 

I know a Fred Gardner. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever attend a Communist Party meeting with 
him ? 

Mr. McLeisu. I decline to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Morris. You were sponsor of a mass meeting at the Polo 
Grounds in New York City in support of the Soviet Union; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. McLetsu. I couldn’t tell you. 

Mr. Morris. I see. 

The Daily Worker of July 6, 1943, at page 3, lists you as a sponsor 
of the mass meeting at the Polo Grounds in New York City in sup- 
port of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. McLetsu. I couldn’t tell you. 

Mr. Morris. You do not recall ? 

Mr. McLxisu. No. 

Mr. Morris. Had you signed an appeal on behalf of Earl Browder 
in 1942% 

Mr. McLxtsu. That I couldn’t recall, either. 

Mr. Morris. You do not recall? 

Mr. McLeisn. No. 

Mr. Morris. Have you signed an appeal on behalf of the Daily 
Worker in January 1944? 

Mr. McLetsn. I don’t recall that, either. 

Mr. Morris. Did you sign a statement in support of George Dimi- 
troff, head of the Communist International, as the New York Times of 
December 22, 1943, page 40, reports, Mr. McLeish ¢ 

Mr. McLxeisu. I doubt it. 

But I couldn’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. Was your name used very often in these appeals for 
various projects ? 

Mr. McLeisu. Well, I am not aware of how often my name might 
have been used. 

It is possible that it could have been used lots of times. As I said 
before in other testimony, I at one time held three official offices 
which were a little more than I could handle. And if my name had 
been used, it could have been in connection with any one of the three 
offices I held. 

Mr. Morris. Did you specifically authorize the use of your name 
on these occasions? Or was it just accepted that your name would 
be used and you would agree to it, Mr. McLeish ? 

Mr. McLeisu. That I couldn’t tell you, either, Mr. Morris. 

T have no such recollection. 

Mr. Morris. Your name turns up scores of times in connection 
with these various Communist and Soviet projects. 

Is it your testimony that you. just do not recall the individual 
application ? 

Mr. McLetsu. I have got no recollection at all, Mr. Morris. 

My name appeared on lots of things. 

Mr. Morris. It certainly did. 
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Mr. McLrisu. And I was a pretty busy fellow during those prewar 
and wartime years. 

Senator Hruska. Did you ever refuse to allow the use of your name 
in those instances ? 

Mr. McLetsu. I don’t recall having refused to allow my name to be 
used either, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Did you ever object to its being used when 
instances came to your attention that it was so used ? 

Mr. McLx1su. I doubt it. 

Senator Hruska. You did not object? 

Mr. McLetsu. I don’t suppose so. 

Senator Hruska. So that the use on these numerous occasions was 
with your tacit consent ? 

Can we draw that conclusion ? 

Mr. McLeztsu. Well, you may. I wouldn’t. But you may, if you 
care to. 

Senator Hruska. Well, would you differ with that conclusion ? 

And if you differ with that conclusion, on what grounds do you 
differ with it? 

Mr. McLetsu. Well, without my having an accurate knowledge or 
remembrance of having done it, I wouldn’t question whether you put 
your interpretation on it or not. That would be solely up to you, 
Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Several instances have been given, and you say 
you have never objected, and you have never objected when you were 
asked to do so, nor have you objected after it came to your attention 
that that name was so used. 

Mr. McLeisu. Well, just let me say this, without saying whether I 
did or not, because I don’t recall, you know, whether I did object or 
didn’t object: 

It was a little too late to object after it has been done. 

Senator Hruska. Except as to future instances of similar character. 

Were you concerned about that ? 

Mr. McLetsn. Oh, naturally I was concerned with anything that 
might affect myself. 

Senator Hruska. And yet you didn’t see fit to object, Mr. McLeish. 

md McLetsn. No, I didn’t say that. 

said I don’t recall that I did. Perhaps I did. Perhaps I didn’t. 
I aa recall any such instances. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I have seen his name used scores of times 
in connection with those particular projects. 

Now, William Wallace has told us that you were a veteran Com- 
munist, an experienced Communist ? 

Would -you like to disagree with his description of you, Mr. 
McLeish ? 

Mr. McLetsH.- Well, I could agree that I am a veteran, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. A veteran Communist, though ? 

Mr. McLetsu. T decline to answer that. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been active in an organization called the 
Civil Riehts Congress? 

Mr. McLetsn. I decline to answer that question, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, this is the third witness now who has told 
us that on May 16, 1956, he stopped being a Communist. Whatever 
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it was that happened on that date, the three of them stopped being 
Communists. 

I would like to submit, Senator, that if the subcommittee could find 
out what happened on that day, we might be able to make a determi- 
nation as to what the relationship of these particular witnesses is. 

Senator Hruska. Well, I don’t believe the record shows that they 
testified they stopped being Communists on that date. 

Mr. McLetsu. Yes. Thank you, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. They testified that they asserted their privilege 
as to the period preceding that date. 

Is that correct ? 

Mr. McLeisu. Yes. 

I was going to object to the statement by Mr. Morris, Senator. 

Mr. Morris. I stand corrected, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. I still agree with counsel, however. 

I think it is very important that we make every effort to find out. 
And I am going to ask the witness in a little while. 

We ought to make every effort to find out what occurred on that 
date, what magic occurred on that day that they want to draw the 
iron curtain down and say they will resort to the fifth amendment as 
to anything that happened, anything they did, prior to that date. 

And Mr. McLeish, I should like to ask you what happened on that 
date that leads you to assert the fifth amendment prior to that time, 
whereas you do not assert it after that time. 

Mr. McLeisu. Just let me say this, Senator: 

As of that date, I ceased to be an officer and member of the UE. 

Senator Hruska. We are not asking about the UE. We are asking 
about the Communist Party. 

Mr. McLxtsu. As of that date, I sought and accepted membership 
in another union. 

Senator Hruska. Are we to assume from that that the UE and the 
Communist Party had something in common, and that you had some- 
thing in common with both of those organizations simultaneously prior 
to that date? 

Mr. McLezisu. I decline to answer that question, Senator. 

Senator Hruska, What is your present position ? 

What is your present employment 

Mr. McLz1su. My present position is that I am employed by my 
local union to advise them, assist them, in arbitrations, grievances, 
and so forth. 

Mr. Morris. What is your local union ? 

Mr. McLetsu. My local union is 467 of the TUE. 

Mr. Morris. And where is that ? 

Mr. McLe1su. That isin Orange, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you have had other positions with the TUE, have 
you not? 

Mr. McLetsu. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Morris. You have had other positions with the IUE since 
May 16, 1956, have you not ? 

Mr. McLetsi. Yes. 

In the year 1950, approximately 6 weeks after the date of affiliation, 
I was employed by the IUE on a mopup operation of other UE shops 
in the area that I had previously sipeneniadl 











4598 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


Senator Hruska. And your employment was at the hands of the 
international ? 

Mr. McLeisu. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. You were mopping them up, as you say; is that 
correct ? 

Mr. McLetsu. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. What was mopping up? 

Mr. McLeisu. Mopping up was following through, attending meet- 
ings, debating the question as to whether there should be disaffiliation 
or not, membership reports; if they voted in favor of disaffiliation, 
making application to the [UE for membership; proceeding to nego- 
tiate contracts with the employers, until the mopup operation was 
completed. 

My service with the international union extended until May 15 
of this year. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. McLeish, in connection with these mapetes. Up 
operations of the UE, did you meet in this connection with UE officials 
whom you had known prior to May 16, 1956, as Communists? 

Mr. McLeisu. I didn’t meet with them as such. But I did come 
up against some of them in membership meetings where they were 
olaaiediens the retention of the UE. 

Mr. Morris. They were people you had known as Communists? 

Mr. McLzisu. No. They were people who I had known as members 
of the UE. 

Mr. Morris. No. I asked you had you met any people in connection 
with this moppin “up operation, that is, persons you had met as 
Communists in the UK? 

Mr. McLetsu. I will have to decline to answer that question, sir, 
beaee that is taking me back into the realm of when I was a member 
oO . 

Mr. Morris. It is taking you back in one sense; I am talking about 
your meetings in this mopping-up operation. During this mopup 
operation did you meet with people—in other words, in the meetings 
that took place after May 16, 1956, did you meet with people whom 
you had known as Communists prior to May 16, 1956? 

Mr. McLeisu. I think that is a tricky question, and I will have to 
decline to answer it. I am sorry, but I have to decline to answer it. 

Senator Hruska. On the basis of your privilege under the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mr. McLetsu. That is correct. 

Senator Hruska. Very well. 

Was the UE affiliated with the AFL? 

Mr. McLeztsu. No. The UE was originally affiliated with the CIO. 

Senator Hruska. With the CIO? 

Mr. McLetsu. That is correct. 

Senator Hruska. When did it cease to be affiliated with the CIO? 

Mr. McLetsu. 1949. 

Senator Hruska. Why was it disaffiliated? On what grounds? 

Mr. McLeisn. There isa dispute on that. 

The UE claims that they left. The CIO claimsthey were expelled. 

Senator Hruska. What were the grounds of expulsion ? 

Mr. McLzisu. The grounds used by the CIO in their convention 
resolution was that the UE was Communist dominated. That was 
the main reason, or one of the reasons. 
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Mr. Morris. Senator, I submit that this witness has, according to 
our evidence, been in a position where he has learned many Communist 
secrets which would be very valuable to this subcommittee. 

In other words, according to our evidence, he has attended Com- 
munist meetings. He has been the head of union organizations with 
literally hundreds of thousands of members—literally the head of it. 

And you feel you cannot answer any of those questions simply for 
reasons of your own, and have put, as Senator Hruska said, an Iron 
Curtain over your activities between September 1937 and 1956? 

Mr. McLetsu. Did you ask me that question, sir ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. McLeisu. | decline to answer. 

Senator Hruska. Were you general vice president of the UE in 
October 1949 ¢ 

Mr. McLetsn. Yes, sir; I was. 

Senator Hrusxa. Is it a fact that you signed a non-Communist affi- 
davit under the Taft-Hartley Act on October 3, 1949 ? 

Mr. McLetsu. Approximately that date. 

I am not just too sure of the date. But I did sign one in 1949, 
around that time. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a Communist on that date, Mr. 
McLeish ? 

Mr. McLetsu. I decline to answer that question. 

Senator Hruska. But you did sign a sworn affidavit to the effect 
that you were not a Communist on that date; is that true ¢ 

Mr. McLetsu. I filed an affidavit in proper form. My signature is 
attached. It was filed with the Department of Labor as of that date. 

Senator Hruska. We have information to the effect that you were 
general vice president of the UF, district 4, on September 28, 1950, 
at which time you filed a non-Communist affidavit. 

Mr. McLetsu. That is correct. 

Senator Hruska. Under the Taft-Hartley Act. 

Mr. McLetsu. That is correct. 

Senator Hruska. Is that information true and correct, Mr. Mc- 
Leish ¢ 

Mr. McLeisu. That I filed the affidavit ? 

Senator Hruska. Yes. 

Mr. McLeisu. Yes. 

Senator Hruska. You signed it of your own free will under oath? 

Mr. McLetsn. Notarized, yes, sir. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a Communist on that date, Mr. Mc- 
Leish ¢ 

Mr. McLetsu. I decline to answer that question. 

Senator Hruska. You answered it once to the notary public when 
you said you were signing that affidavit that you were non-Communist 
on that date. And you swore to that. But you didn’t want to say 
now whether or not you were a Communist on that date ? 

Is that what you want to tell the committee ? 

Mr. McLersu. That is correct. 

Senator Hruska. We have information to the effect that you filed 
a non-Communist affidavit under the Taft-Hartley Act on September 
8, 1952, at which time you were general vice president of UE district 4. 

Is that information correct ? 
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Mr. McLezisxu. General vice president of the international union, 
Senator ? 

— Hruska. General vice president of the International Union 
of UE 

Mr. McLzi1su. That is correct. 

I filed one in 1952. I filed one in 1953. I filed one in 1954. And 
I filed one in 1955, the last one I filed, all of which I filed, Senator, with 
my signature, duly attested before a notary public in the State of New 
Jersey. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a Communist on any of those dates, 
and at the time that you signed any of those affidavits, Mr. McLeish ? 

Mr. McLetsu. I must decline to answer that question also, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a Communist on the day preceding the 
signing of any of these affidavits ? 

Mr. McLezisu. I decline to answer that question also, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. On the same grounds? 

Mr. McLeztsu. On the same grounds, 

Senator Hruska. We have been told, and there has been evidence 
before this committee that there have been some instances where sig- 
natures on those affidavits is preceded the day before by a resignation 
from the Communist Party and then a signing of the affidavit and then 
a rejoining of the party, or doing whatever is necessary to rejoin the 
Communist Party. 

Would you tell us whether or not in any of these instances where 
you filed a Taft-Hartley non-Communist affidavit that practice was 
followed ? 

Mr. McLetsu. Iam sorry; I have to decline to answer the question. 

Senator Hruska. On the same grounds? 

Mr. McLztsu. On the same grounds, yes. 

Senator Hruska. Do you have anything further, Judge Morris? 

Mr. Morris. Yes, Senator. 

When did you last see Charles Velson ? 

Mr. McLeztsu. I decline to answer that question, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Have you seen Charles Velson since May 16, 1956? 

Mr. McLzisu. Since May 15, 1956? 

Mr. Morris. Since May 16, 1956 ? 

Mr. McLetsn. No; I have not. 

Mr. Morris. Have you seen Martha Stone since May 16, 1956? 

Mr. McLetsu. No, sir; I have not. 

Senator Hruska. Is Charles Velson a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. McLetsu. I wouldn’t know, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Have you personal knowledge of his membership 
at any time in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. McLeztsu. I decline to answer that question also, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Has he been affiliated and active with organiza- 
tions of the Communist Party within your personal knowledge? 

Mr. McLetsu. I decline to answer that question also, Senator. 

Mr. Morris. You have been president of the Gas, Coke and Chemi- 
cal Workers, have you not? 

Mr. McLetsu. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Morrts. Have you been president of the Gas, Coke and Chemi- 
cal Workers? 

Mr. McLetsu. No. 






SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 4601 


Mr. Morris. You say “No”; is that correct ? 
Mr. McLetsu. Yes. 
Mr. Morris. There is a reference to you as president of the Gas, 


Coke and Chemical Workers. 


Mr. McLetsu. Somebody must have been confused. 

Mr. Morris. Yes. All right. 

I have no more questions, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. All right. 

The witness is excused. 

Mr. Morris. I am sorry, Senator, the last question was on my 
sheet for the next witness. Excuse me. 

Senator Hruska. We will call the next witness, then, Judge Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. San Giovanni. 

Senator Hruska. This witness has been previously sworn also. 

And this witness is also accompanied by counsel. Will you give 
your name again for the record, please. 

Mr. Rossmoore. William Rossmoore, 60 Park Place, Newark, N. J. 

Senator Hruska. Thank you. 


TESTIMONY OF DOMINICK SAN GIOVANNI, STIRLING, N. J. 


Mr. Morris. Give your name and address to the reporter, Mr. San 
Giovanni. 

Mr. San Giovanni. Dominick San Giovanni, 28 Essex Street, 
Stirling, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. What is your business or profession, Mr. San 
Giovanni ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. I am a field representative for the LUE, AFL- 
CIO. 

Mr. Morris. Now, out of what office are you working, Mr. San 
Giovanni ! 

Mr. San Gtovanni. Out of the Newark office. 

Mr. Morris. That is district 4? 

Mr. San Giovanni. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. And you do not work for district 4, but you work out 
of district 4; is that correct, Mr. San Giovanni? 

Mr. San Grovannt. I work for the international union, yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I had, in earlier reference to this witness, men- 
tioned that he was associated with district 4. And the leaders of dis- 
trict 4 expressed disagreement with my description of the witness. 

So that it why I would like with great particularity to have this 
witness say exactly what his relationship is to district 4. 

We were under the impression that your office is in district 4. 

Mr. San Giovanni. Yes. 

Mr. Morrts. You physically have an office there; is that correct ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. District office; yes. But they have a national. 

We can be assigned to any place at any time. At this present time, 
I happen to be working out of district 4 office. But I work under the 
direction of the international union. 

Mr. Morris. But in district 4? 

Mr. San Giovanni. Well, wherever they may want to send me. 

Mr. Morris. And you are paid by the international; is that right’ 

Mr. San Giovanni. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. When did you first join the trade union ? 
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Well, first, let me ask you this question: Where were you born, Mr. 
San Giovanni? 

Mr. San Giovanni. Where? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. San Giovanni. Stirling, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. When did you first become active in the trade-union 
movement # 

Mr. San Giovanni. In the early 1940’s, I believe, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. What unions have you been associated with, Mr. San 
Giovanni ? 

Mr. San Grovannt. District 50 of the United Mine Workers. Gas, 
Coke and Chemical Workers, CIO. And the UE. 

Mr. Morris. You have been president of the Gas, Coke, and Chem- 
ical Workers, have you not ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. I was president of a local union, the shop that 
I worked in, when we organized it. 

I was elected president of that particular local union. 

Mr. Morris. What local was that ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. Well, we had 2 different local numbers, because 
at the time we were in CIO, within district 50 of the United Mine 
Workers. And when Lewis decided to leave the CIO, our local and 
the majority of the locals in the district of the United Mine Workers 
decided to leaye Lewis and petition the national CIO for a chemical 
workers charter which was granted at a later date. 

There were two different local numbers. 

One, I remember, was local 20. I think that was the new local num- 
ber assigned to us after we left district 50 of the United Mine Workers 
and received a charter from the International Union of Chemical 
Workers. 

Senator Hruska. What year was that? 

Mr. San Giovanni. I couldn’t tell you. 

Senator Hruska. Approximately what year was that, Mr. San 
Giovanni? 

Mr. San Giovanni. Maybe 1943, 1944. 

Senator Hrusxa. And when was it that you were president of this 
gas, coke, and chemical local ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. When was it? 

Senator Hruska. Yes. 

Mr. San Grovannti. Around that period of time. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Hruska, I have here a statement protesting 
what the Daily Worker called the reactionary intervention of the 
United States in the Italian elections on April 13, 1948, in which is 
listed as a signer Dominick San Giovanni, president of the Gas, Coke, 
and Chemical Workers, CIO, district 4. 

Senator Hruska. What was that date? 

Mr. Morris. That was April 13, 1948, Senator, if that would help. 

Mr. San Giovanni. Do you want me to explain the time, Mr. Morris? 

Senator Hruska. Yes. 

Mr. San Giovanni. Well, you asked me a question—— 

Mr. Morris. About the time, about whether or not you signed the 
statement. 

Mr. San Giovanni. I was fired by district 50. 

Mr. Morris. That is John L. Lewis? 

Mr. San Grovannt. Yes. 
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For being one of the members who petitioned Philip Murray of the 
national ClO for a charter. 

I had a leave of absence from the plant, and I was still president of 
the local union up until that time, on leave. 

I went back into the plant to work, even prior to 1948 on two differ- 
ent occasions. And the local kept me in office as president at that 
time. 

Mr. Morris. Did you, as a matter of fact, sign this protest against 
the “reactionary intervention of the United States in the Italian elec- 
tions in 1948” ¢ 

Mr. San Giovanni. I may have signed it. I am not sure. 

It was quite a long time ago. I do not remember that in detail, no. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. San Giovanni, Mr. William Wallace has told us 
you have been an active Communist in New Jersey. 

Is what he told us accurate ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. I decline to answer that question, Mr. Morris. 

Senator Hruska. On what ground ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. On the basis of the fifth amendment, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Self-incrimination ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. San Grovanni. I decline to answer the question also, Mr. 
Morris. 

Mr. Morris. As you are here this morning, are you a member of the 
Communist Party, Mr. San Giovanni? 

Mr. San Gtovannt. No. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party on May 
15, 1956? 

Mr. San Giovanni. I decline to answer that question, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party on May 
17, 1956? 

Mr. San Giovanni. No. 

Senator Hruska. Did you resign from the Communist Party be- 
tween May 15, 1956, and May 17, 1956? 

Mr. San Grovannt. I decline to answer that question. 

Senator Hruska. The preceding witness, Mr. San Giovanni, said 
that he was willing to answer any questions about his membership in 
the Communist Party prior to September 1937 and May 1956. 

Let me start that over again. 

The preceding witness said that he would be willing to answer any 

uestions about his Communist Party membership except between 
September of 1937 and May of 1956. 

Now, is there any period that you would like to exclude in a similar 
fashion or are you simply saying after May 16, 1956? 

Mr. San Giovanni. Well, I am willing to answer any questions on 
this question from May 16 to the present time, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Were youa Communist in September of 1937 ? 

Mr. San Grovannt. I decline to answer that question also. 

Senator Hruska. How old are you? 

Mr. San Giovanni. Forty-two. 

I would like to answer this in the record, if I may, Senator: During 
the period of the Second World War, I served as a representative for 
the CIO for the Somerset County area, and labor representative for 
the War Manpower Commission for a period of 314 years. And I 
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would like to submit a duplicate copy of the certificate I received from 
the War Manpower Commission during this period. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, they gave you a certificate commending 
you for your service ; is that correct, Mr. San Giovanni? 

Mr. San Giovanni. Yes. 

Senator Hruska. It will be received for the record. 

(The certificate above referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 489” 
and is reproduced below :) 


Exnuisit No. 489 


yyntte® Otates of Amerie, 
x . x * x Kw yy * “ % i 
WAR MANPOWER COMMISSION 
In Recognition of 
Distinguished Service in Time of War 
This certificate és awarded to 

DOMENICK SAN GIOVANI 
a member of the War Manpower Commission's Management- 
Labor Committee of the ____ NEW BRUNSWICK rea, 
who served the Vation faithfully and selflessly by uniting the 
efforts of labor and management toward the common cause of 
producing the tools of victory. Presented on this 15th day of 
September, nineteen hundred and forty-five. 


REGIONAL ORECTOR 


x 


Mr. Morris. Were you a Communist when you served with the War 
Manpower Commission ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. I decline to answer that question, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I have no more questions. 

Senator Hruska. Mr. San Giovanni, what is the policy of the IUE 
with reference to Communists and subversives and Communist sym- 
pathizers as being active within your union ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. Would you repeat that question, Senator ? 

Senator Hruska. What is the sialiey of the IUE with reference to 
Communists and Communist sympathizers and subversives being ac- 
tive within the ranks of your international organization ? 

Mr. San GrovannI. They are not permitted to hold any office. 


aesanks sano asta 
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As a matter of fact, our constitution specifically states that anyone 
who is a member of the Communist Party, a sympathizer, or a mem- 
ber of the Fascist Party, is not permitted to hold any office, I believe. 


Senator Hruska. As a matter of fact, that goes to membership as 
well, does it not ? 


Mr. San Giovanni. I assume so; yes. 

Senator Hruska. Do you know of any member or any applicant for 
membership in the IUE who was turned down on account of his aflilia- 
tion with the Communist Party, Mr. San Giovanni ? 

Mr. San Giovannt. I am not in a position to answer that question, 
because that does not come within the scope of my job. 

Senator Hruska. Well, your personal knowledge, then. It comes 
within the scope of your personal knowledge, does it not? 

Do you know of any instance or have you heard of any instance 
where an applicant for membership in the IUE was turned down be- 
cause he was a.Communist or Communist sympathizer ¢ 

Mr. San Giovanni. I don’t know of any. 

Senator Hruska. You don’t know of any ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. Well, let me say this, in all due fairness to the 
union. 

That does not necessarily mean because I am not aware of it at the 
present time, that it may not have taken place. 

Senator Hruska. Yes; I understand that. 

Mr. San Giovanni. One could assume by my answer that that 
didn’t happen. I don’t know. 

Senator Hruska. We have had testimony that has been given in 
sworn form before this committee in which it was stated that mem- 
bers and some of the officers of UE were Communists. 

Do you know of any such instances? 

Mr. San Gtovannt. In the IUE? 

Senator Hruska. No; in the UE. 

Mr. San Giovanni. I will have to resort to my privileges under the 
fifth amendment. 

Senator Hruska. Do you have any further questions, Judge Mor- 
ris? 

Mr. Morris. No, Senator. 

I think it points up the problem that we should try to find out what 
happened on May 16 within the councils of the Communist Party 
which caused at least three people, described to us as veteran Com- 
munists, to refuse to answer questions on one day but then answering 
questions relative to the subsequent day. 

Senator Hruska. Did you ever hold any office that would require 
the filing of a non-Communist affidavit under the Taft-Hartley Act 
provisions ? 

Mr. San Giovanni. Not to my knowledge; no. 

Senator HpusKxa. Do you have anything further, Judge Morris? 

Mr. Morris. I would like to offer for the record something that is 
not related to this particular hearing. But I would like it in, because 
we want to print it. 

This is to be printed as an appropirate part of the record of our 
hearings. 











4606 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


We have received from Harry Gold a supplemental statement. 
Harry Gold is in prison in Lewisburg. We have received a statement 
on his experiences within the Soviet espionage network. 

I would like that to go into the record, Senator, if it may. 

Senator Hruska. Very well. It will be received and placed in the 
record. 

Mr. Morris. Together with the indictment of Rudolph Ivanovich 
Abel, to be printed in the record. 

Senator Hruska. It will be placed in the record at this point. 

(The statement of Harry Gold appears at p. 3814 of pt. 58; the in- 
dictment of Rudolph Abel is printed in pt. 71 of this same series on 
Scope of Soviet Activity in the United States.) 

Senator Hruska. If there is nothing further of this witness, he may 
be excused. 

I would like to announce that on the 22d we will hear testimony of 
Boris Morros before this subcommittee. 

It is my understanding that unless your plans have changed that 
you are proceeding up to New York on Monday in order to make 
preparations for that testimony and that hearing ? 

Mr. Morris. That is correct, sir. 

Senator Hruska. The meeting is adjourned. , 

(Whereupon, at 10: 55 a. m., the subcommittee adjourned. ) 
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